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+ To His GRACE the 
L* Arch-Bishop of Canterbury. 


May it pleaſe your Gzace, 


HE moſt ſolemn and peculiar part of the Chriftian Wor- 
ſhip, which we commonly call the Communion, is a ſubject 
which T have for many Tears thought much on, and read 
all I could meet with in the aucient Writers concern- 
ing it : And it is above Thirty Tears ſince, that I beran to pro- 
mote Monthly Communions among my Relations-in the Country ; an4 

in my own Pariſh, I at laſt brought it to Weekly; and much 
deſired to ſee the daily Sacrifice reſtored, at leaſt in this City; 

for which parpoſe, about ſeven or eight Tears ſince, I wrote to 
the then Archbiſhop a Letter, which was taken wel, but nothing 
was done upon it. But, at laſt, when I ſaw no hopes of having 
it daily in Publick, it pleaſed God to give me an unexpected 
opportunity of having it in Private, by bringing together a lit- 

tle Company of conflant Weekly Communicants, and among i{ 
them, one in Holy Orders according to the Church of England, 
whom I had Brought off from the Diſſenters ; and we preſently 
agreed upon theſe three Things : 1. To meet daily at froe in the 
Morning at a daily Communion: ' 2. To endeavour, as near as 
we could, in all things to follow the Example of the ancient 
Chriſtians ; and, 3. 7, o avoid yiving Offence to any, but eſpeci- 
ally to the Church of England : And the next Morning we be- 

gan it, firſt in a private Room, and, by the Bleſſinz of God, 
have continued it ever fince without intermiſſion, for about two 

Tears and an half. When we had contind d it near aTear, the 
Perſon who did Officiate being like to be called from us, that it 
might not fall, I took Orders my ſelf; and as ſoon as we obtain- 
el the favour of the Biſhop of Gloueeſter to have the uſe of his 
Church at Cripple-gate, (which was as unexpected as the other ) 
we without delay removed our Meeting thither the very next day, 
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out of reſpeft to the Church, as we had before, for the ſame reaſon, 
contiuud it in private, under a tacit Connivance, rather thgn 
make uſe of the late Aﬀ for Toleration., And we have now 
had it in- publick near three quarters of a Tear without inter- 
miſſion. While we had it in-private we uſed ſuch Enlargements 
of the Church Service as T thought moſt agreeable to the ancient 
Form : But when we came into the Church, we forbore moſt of that, 
and confin d our ſelves to the Charch Forms, only ſupplying what 
{ thought defeAtlive therein, as well as I could out of other Parts of 
our Liturgy. One great Defect in the Buchariſtical part T ſupplied 
out of part of the General Thankſgiving, and four Doxologjes of 
the Revelations ; which, whoever ſha# conſider, as we inſert them, 
will more eaſily perceive the defedt of the reſt without them, And 
another great defed, in omiſſion of the Solemn Prayer immediate- 
ly after Conſecration, T ſupply'd, in part, with the firſt of thoſe two 
Forms which follow the Communion, and the Lord's-Prayer ; which 
might be compleated out of the Litany ; but I did not think fit to 
proceed ſo far as that. This I did before ever I had ſeen the Book 
approved by the chiefof our Biſhops, and pabli/hed atEdinburgh, 
for the uſe of the Church of Scotland, 1637. which 7 believe to be 
mech the beſt of any modern Form whatever : And therefore when 
this came lately to my hand, it was no little ſatisfation to me to find 
that I had ſo compleatly concurred in Judgment with ſuch eminent 
Perſons, and had ſo great Authority to alledge for what T did, be- 
hides what Thad before. And TI doubt not but Tour Grace will approve 
the Matter all along, only I know Tou will [cruple at the doing it with- 
out Authority. And as for that, I humbly offer to Tour ſerious Conſide- 
ration the incloſed Paper ; which I wrote in Anſwer to what I heard 
Objefted againſt me; and which, when Tou have peruſed, I nothing 
doubt but Tou will think it a Matter of ſuch importance to the C hurch 
of England, as may deſerve the Conſideration of the reſt of the Re- 
veread Biſhops. T do verily believe there hath been the hand of God 
in it all along, which hath brought it to this, from one ſtep to another, 
beyond any proſpett or foreſight of mine : Aud I believe he will tand 
by the Cauſe T have in hand. But I ſhall endeavour in all I do, to pay ' 
all the reſpe4 to Tour Grace, and to the Charch of England, that 
pofſibl y I can: 
Your Grace's Humble Servant, 


21. Feb. 1698. E. S. 
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Concerning the Uſe of ſome Portions of other 
Parts of our Liturgy in the Communion 
Service, upon ju{t occaſton. 


HAT the Dzvine Inftitutions, and other Aatters of the 

Old Law arc fo recorded by Moſes, and other Holy 

Writers, as is ſufficiently intelligible to ſuch as under- 

ſtand the ancient Cuſtoms and Practices of the Jews ; 

but otherwiſe not : And therefore, that they, who with- 
out regard to their Cuſtoms and Practices, have preſunrd to vent 
their own Phantaſies and Conceits, concerning Matters relating to 
thoſe Inſtitutions, but not particularly expreſted in thoſe Sacred 
Records, have uſually ran themſelves into great Errors and 
Miſtakes, bewrayed their own Ignorance, and either much Weakneſs 
or much Inconſiderateneſs and Preſumption, is certain and known, 
or eaſie to be obſerved by all Learned Men, who are acquainted 
with thoſe Matters, er pleaſe to enquire into them. 

That the very ſame 1s very plain and obſervable concerning the 
Sacred Records of the Divine Inſtitutions and Matters of the New Law, 
or Goſpel, viz. That they are ſo recorded as is ſufficient for thoſe 
who know and are well inſtructed in the Cuſtoms, Uſages, and Sen- 
timents of the ancient Chriſtian Church, (that is, for thoſe for whom 
they were intended ) but otherwiſe not: And with the very ſame 
conſequence, viz, That thoſe, who without due regard to the Man- 
ners and Senſe of the ancient Chriſtian Church, have vented and 
vended their own Conceits and Imaginations concerning ſuch par- 
ticulars relating to the Chriſtian Inſtitutions, as are not expreſſed in 
the Sacred Records of the New Teſtament, have ran themſelves into 
the like Inconveniences, and belides, brought great Miſchief to o- 
thers, even to whole Cities and States, by diltraCting the People, 
and making Diviſions and FaCtions among them, is as certain, and 

, manifeſt allo by the manifold Dilterences of all thoſe ſeveral Par- 
ties, which yet do each pretend to att and order all things by one 
and the ſame Rule of the Sacred Scriptures ; bur moſt certainly 
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err in their application z while each make that according to their 
own Imazination and the private Spirit of their ſeveral Leaders. 

That this is thus ordered by the ſpecial and molt wiſe Providence 
of God, upon greater reaſon than we poor ſhort-ſighted Mortals do 
imagine ; but among other things, to give and eſtabliſh the greater 
Authority to and in his Chxrch, and to engage. all particular Per- 
ſons to have the more regard and reſpect to it ; we may reaſonably 
believe from the many References to it, both by the Apoftles and 
by our Saviour, which we find in the Sacred Scriptures; and by 
the Practice of the ancient Chriſtians, as may be ſeen in Irenexy and 
others, in their appealing to the Teſtimony and Praftice of the 
Apoſtolical Churches. 

That the Sacraments of Baptiſm, and of the Exchariſt, (which the 
Church of England doth well diſtinguiſh, as generally neceſſary to 
Salvation) and that of mpoſition of Hands for ſeveral Purpoſes, 
were Rites before in uſe among the Jews, and retain'd and Inſti- 
tuted by our Saviour to be continued in his Church, is likewiſe 
certain and known to moſt Learned Men, who have enquired into 
thoſe Matters : And therefore, that there needed nothing more of 
them to be recorded by the Sacred Writers than our Saviour's In- 
ſtitution and Application of them to his own Purpoſe and Defign, 
the reſt being ſufficiently manifeſt and: apparent in the Types and 
Predictions of the Old Teſtament, the Practice of the Jews ante- 
cedent, and of the Chriſtian Churches conſequent to our Saviour's 
Inſtitution, and the Sacred Records thereof, | 

That as the ſcandalous Abuſe of thoſe of the Church of Rome, in 
arrogating to that particular Church the Authority of the Catholick 
Charch, and in things not truly Catholick, according to that much 
approved Rule of Yincentizs Lirinenſis, but Innovations of after 
Ages, was a great and unhappy occaſion to ſuch as truly perceived 
the need, and were {incerely deſirous of a Reformation of many 
things amiſs in that Church, to diſregard the Authority of the truly 
Catholick Church ; ſo that being done, the great Abuſes which have 
been introduced into their moſt ſolemn Worſhip, called the Maſs, 
and the falſe Notions which they aflert concerning the ſame, gave 
occaſion to thoſe who endeavoured a Reformation, but without 
due regard to the ancient Church, but according to their own con- 
ceits, to fall into contrary Errors and Miltakes concerning the moſt 
ſolemn part of the Chriſtian Worſhip, and from thence into great 
Negle&t of a great Duty, for the Honour of God and our Saviour, 
and for their own Benefit. This is matter of Fatt, and eaſie to be 
obſerved by ſuch as are acquainted with the Sentiments and 
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Practices of the true ancient Catholick Church, iz, That both have 
departed in theſe things from it : thoſe of the Rowan Communion on 
the one hand, and thoſe called Reformed, on the other ; and the one 
no leſs than the other : ſo that God ſeems to have concluded them all 
under Sin, that all may take ſhame to themſelves, humble themſelves 
under the mighty Hand of God, beno more exalted one againſt ano- 
ther, but leave off their Animoſities, and each (out of a due ſenſe of 
their own ſhameful Miſcarriages) return to Condeſcention and mutual 
Charity with all the reſt, and learn henceforward to pay more Reſpect 
ro the true ancient Holy Catholick Church, than either ſlight or dif- 
rezard its Authority, or abuſe it to patronize Innovations and Cor- 
ruptions introduced in after-times. 

The Ancient Uſe of this Holy Rite of the Excharift amongſt the 
7ews, (and as I take it amongſt other People before the 7ewiſh Nation,) 
was, 1, For Recognition of the Soveraignty of God by a Preſent of 
Thankſgiving for his Creation of the World, and particularly of the 
Creatures of Bread and Wine, the principal Aliments of our Lives; 
and therein a Recopnition alſo of our Dependance upon him, and 
being ſupported by his Bounty, 2. For a ſpecial Memorial and Ce- 
lebration with Thankſgiving of ſome ſpecial Mercy or Divine Favour 
at the time commemorated, 3. For a Confederation with God. 

. For a Sacred Confederation of mutual Amity and Charity between 
the Perſons Partakers of it. And this our Saviour appointed to be 
continued in his Church, appropriating the ſpecial Memorial, as often 
as it was celebrated, to be only of Himſelf and his Paſſion ; and that 
being ſufficiently ſpecified in the Sacred Records, all the reſt was ſuf- 
ficiently intelligible both to Fews and Gentiles in thoſe times ; and 
therefore St. Paul referrs to both, 1 Cor, 10, 18, and 21. to what 
was done by them, and for what purpoſe, as things well known, and 
eaſy to be obſerved ; but was moſt compleatly manifeſt and illuſtrious 
in the continual Practice and common Senfe of the Chriſtian Church, 
from the riſing of the Sun to the going down of the ſame, as was Propheſied 
by Malachy, Mal. 1. 11. andas that Prophecy was always underſtood 
by the Ancient Chriſtians, 

As the Jews have always had, and have to this Day, certain pre- 
ſcribed Orders and Forms for the Solemn Worſhip of God, which, 
though in ſome leſſer matters they differ, as the 7a/ian, the German, 
the Spaniſh or Portagal, &c, yet do all agree in the Principal; ſo it 
is very plain from all the Records that we have of the Solemn Worſhip 
of the Ancient Chriſtians, that their Order was the very fame with what 
was praCtiſed by the Fews, and their Forms ſo like thoſe of the Jews, 
only with ſuch Improvements as the Goſpel made to the Law, that it 

A 3 lecms- 


' 70. 
7.4 »» : 
' OC 


4 


_— _en « %.4 : ; | od "IE : 2 IX F . 
, {4+ ry 
"6 »; 
= ( 


ſeems to be truly Apoſtolical, and agreeable to our Saviour's Practice. 
Nor did the Ancient Order and Forms of the Chriſtian Litargy differ 
otherwiſe in the ſeveral Churches, than the Fewiſþ do at this Day, that 
is only in leſſer Matters; but in the greater and eſſential Parts there 
hath always been a Catholick and Univerſal Agreement in all Churches 
of the World, except only that the Reman and Latin Churches, and 
ours after them, have too much abridged both the Euchariſtical and 
the Euchtical Part, for many Ages paſt. 

It hath anciently been diſfingniſhed into Two parts ; the Firſt, where- 
unto were admitted the Catechumens and Penetents, and others, and 
was therefore in the Latin Church called 2a Catechumenorum, was 
plainly according to the Order of the Synagogue, conſiſting of the 
Reading of certain Portions of the Sacred Scriptures, and a Werd of 
Exhortation mentioned, AF. 13. 15. The Other, was what was 
peculiar to the Faithful, and was as plainly according to that Sacred 
Rite, wherewith the Jews did conclude not only their Paſcal, but all 
their Feaſts, with Thankſgiving and a ſpecial Memorial and Annun- 
ciation of the Divine Favour then more eſpecially celebrated, and 
which our Saviour appropriated to the Commemoration and Celebra- 
tion of his Paſſion, with ſome things peculiar to the Chriſtians, It 
conſiſted, 1x. Of Preparatory Prayers. 2. The Offerings of the 
People, and the Oblation of Bread and Wine upon the Altar, with 
Prayers thereunto belonging. 3. The Euchariſt or Thankſgiving, 
largely ſetting out the Benefits of God, of his Creation of the World, 
and of divers Acts of his Providence, deducing all to: the Incarnation 
and Paſſion of our Saviour, and then reciting the Hiſtory of the In- 
ſtitution. 4. The Solemn Prayer, ( commemorating to God the 
Father, the Pafſion, ReſurreCtion, and Aſcenſion of our Saviour ) and 
praying for the Holy Ghoſt to deſeend and ſanctify the Propoſited 
Elements of Bread and Wine, and themſelves for the Biſhops, Preſ- 
byters, and Deacons, and the faithful People ; for Kings, and Empe- 
rors, and Magiſtrates ; and for all the Neceſlaries of humane Life. 
5. The Communion. 6. The Thankſgiving and Praycrs after the 
Communion, and the BenediCtion of the People by the Biſhop or 
Presbyter. | 

In the Subſtance of all theſe there 1s a Vniverſal Agreement in all the 
molt ancient Liturgies, and what occurs, or is obſervable concerning 
them in the moſt ancient Chriſtian Writers, though they ditfer in Words, 
and in ſome leſſer Particulars, yet confiitent enough one with another ; 

ſuch as is obſervable even in the Evangeliſts themſclves. Only, as I 
noted before, the Latin Churches, which, according to the Genius of 
the Romans, Were more addicted to Pomp and Aftion, have too much 


abridged 


Orono Re 


. hb £6 , # - 
AC « -. 
Z a» yo - 


abridged what others have expreſſed more largely in Words: And 
whence Oxrs, in following them, 1s plainly become defetive in the 
Enchariſtical Part ; and in the next Part, of the ſolemn Prayer, by 
an unhappy miſtake to avoid what was thought to be amiſs in theirs, 
is fallen into a greater defect, of a total Omiſlion of the whole ; con- 
trary to all ancient Forms: So that in the one we neglect ( or too 
ſlightly paſs over) a great and Solemn D#ty to God, and our Sa- 
viour; and in the other, a great and high Priviledge and Advantage 
to our Selves: and not only fo, but what is moſt highly honourable 
to our Saviour alſo, viz. That Prayers ſhould be offered up to God 
with the Memorial of his Paſſion, as the only Means of Acceſs to, 
and Acceptance with the Father, all over the World : Which was 
(undoubtedly) that which fo incenſed his and our Enemy with Envy 
and Malice againſt it, to uſe the utmoſt of his Wiles and Enerc 
againſt the Weakneſs of Men, to obſcure and over-cloud the Glory 
and Luſtre of it. And this ſhould move us to be the more circum- 
ſpect, and reſolved to extricate our ſelves out of his Impoſtures, and 
to maintain the Honour of our Lord and Saviour, 

And this being ſo, what Mortal, what Humane Authority, can pro- 
| hibir or reſtrain the due performance of fo great a Duty to God, and 
our Saviour ? or, The Uſe and Enjoyment of ſo great a Priviledge, 
Advantage, and Benefit to our ſelves? What can be a greater Act of 
Sacriledge, than ſuch a Prohibition or Reſtraint ? I know very well 
what Dcference is to be given to the. Laws of Men ; but I know alſo 
the Inſtability of Humane Nature, how apt we are to warp on the 
one hand, and on the other : and therefore we have need to beware, 
that while we intend but due Ob'ervance to the Orders of Men, we 
fall not into down-right Phariſaiſm, and make the Inſtitutions of our 
Saviour of none effect, to ſet up or keep up our own Orders and 
Conſtitutions : that we do not derogate from the Honour of our Lord, 
to keep up our own Reputation; nor from the Authority of the 
Catholick Church, to eſtabliſh thar of our own particular. We oughr 
to obey God rather than Men. When we pay ReſpeCt to the Laws 
and Orders of Men for God's Sake, that is a Reſpect to God Himſelf ; 
but when we have greater Regard to the Orders of Men, than to the 
Honour of God, we preſently fall into Sin, which may be very great 
and provoking, accorairyg to the Matter and Circumſtances of the 
Caſe, All Hamane Authority 1s a ſubordinate Authority ; and both 
Philoſophers and Divines, and Lawyers, and our own Law-Books, 
do all agree, that all Famane Laws, contrary to the Laws of God, or 
derogatory to his Honour, are null and void, Ir is a great Improvi- 
dence and unhappy miſtake for any Humane Authority to make any 
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ſuch Laws, as may be juſtly queſtioned upon that Account : and 
therefore, if any ſuch be made, it 18 the Duty of ſuch as are to inter- 

ret the ſame, to make ſuch Conſtruction of them as is moſt conſiſtent 
with the Laws of God and his Honour; for otherwiſe it would ex- 
poſe the Humane Authority to juſt Contempt. 

Now as to the caſe of Adaitions, to ſupply the DefeCts aforeſaid, 
there have been ancient Canons, that no Prayers ſhould be publickly 
uſed in the Church, but ſuch as were approved by the Biſhops, or 
others of Authority and Reputation : but I do not find that there were 
ever any Canons, which ſo tyed up the Biſhops, that they might not 
allow any Additions or Alterations to be made upon juſt Occalion. 
And therefore, to ſuppoſe that aty of our Laws or Canons doth reftrain 
not only private Perſons, but even onr Biſhops and Arch- Biſhops from 
conſenting to the Uſe even of any of our own Forms, otherwiſe than 
Juſt in the Order preſcribed, upon ſo juſt Occaſion, as to ſupply ſuch 
Defects, as aforeſaid, would be without Precedent and not for the 
Honour of our Church. And the Additions in Queſtion being all (except 
the four Doxologies of the Cceleſtial Choir recited in the Revelations) 
taken out of our own Forms ; and for the Ule of which, in the Order 
in which they are uſed, there may be produced not only greater Au- 
thority than that of any particular Church ; bur beſides, if it be well 
conſidered, the Judgment of divers of the principal Perſons of our 
own Church, both ſuch as are Deceaſed, ari? ſuch as are now Living ; 
they cannot now be prohibited, without giving occaſion of hard 
Cenſures upon us, as too rigorouſly obſervant of humane Laws and 
Canons, more than of the Laws of God, or his Honour, or of the 
Authority of the truly Catholick Church. 

And if the Particulars of theſe Additions be conſidered, how Excellent 
and Divine they are inthemſclves, how accommodate for the purpoſe, 
how needful in the Places to which they are applied, how lame and 
maimed they leave the Service, where they are omitted, as it would 
be grievous to thoſe who have been uſed to them, ſo nothing can more 
expoſe the Church of Englaxd, as too Formal, and too much addiCted to 
an over-valuation of their own Acts, than a Prohibition or Reſtraint of 
the Ule of ſuck things, after they had once as it were obtained a Poſſe. 
lion, as they have amongſt us. Nor can it be very creditable, when the 
things are well conſidered, for any one to fhow my Giſlike of them. 
Some, it is likely, have for that cauſe abſtained from Communion 
with us; and I have beenalways well enough content that they ſhould ; 
for it mizht be feared, that the Religion of ſome of them had in it 
more of Formality and Superſtition, than of true Senſe and Devotion, 
and good Underſtanding of the Matter : and for ſuch as had little 
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AﬀecCtion to ſuch holy things, as to take ſuch cauſeleſs Offence azainſt 
them; I doubt they were not fo well qualified for them, as mighc 
be wiſhed. 

Bur after all, if we well conſider ozr Canons aud Laws, which are ſo 
much urged, perhaps we ſhall find that, upona fair Conſtru&ion, they 
need not, nor are to be fo far extended, as ſome apprehend ; and 
others, it may be, too unadviſedly would haye. For, 1, Ido not 
tind that they do put any ſuch Reſtraint upon our Biſhops, who are 
in-Place of Authority, but that upon weighty and Important Confi- 
derations ſuch Changes aad Alterations may be made, as to them 
ſhall ſeem neceſſary and expedient. And the Preface of the Bock 
confirmed by Act of Parliament, 14. Car. 2. ſeems to intimate as 
much. And, 2. neither do they expreſsly reſtrain the Uſe of any oi 
our Collects or Prayers in any of our Offices, though more eſpecial! 
compoled for fome other, upon Juſt Occation. And comfnon Pra- 
ctice agreeth herewith, when in both our Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice, we uſe the Prayers ordered for the Viſitation of the Sick, and to 
be ſaid in the Preſence of the Sick Perſon, and not-in the Church, 
And therefore, 3. The moſt reaſonavle Conftrattion, and the very inter! 
of the Law, ſeems to be this. 1. To prohibit the Uſe of any other 
Forms,whether of the Pap:/#s, or of the forreign Refermers, to whom ſorne 
of ours were too much addicted, and by whom our Retormation hath 
been in fome things too much influenced. 2, To prohibit any ilight or 
diſ- reſpect tothe Orders and Compoſures of our Church, by curcellins 
them thereby to give more ſcope and reſpect to the arbitrary Compo- 
ſures of particular Perſons in their Pulpits, 3. To prohibit, according 
to the ancient Canons, any unapproved Forms to be uſed in the Church. 
This I conceive tobe a fair and reaſonable Conſtrufttion : Bur to exterd 
it further, to abridge the juſt and reaſonable Authority of Chriſtian 
Biſhops in theſe Matters, ſo peculiarly b-lonzing to them, is both 
without Precedent in the Chriititan Church, and certainly not very 
honourable for Ours; which 1s too much hampered by the State ii 
o:her Matters, more than 1s for, or confiitent with, the Advantaze, 
Benefit, or Good of either, Cliurch or State, | 

To conclude, theſe Twogreat Defetts in our moſt Solemn Office have 
proceeded, the one from the Romans, who, with their particular Pri aces 
to do Honour to the Saints, have excluded che Soltemn Preface of ihyo 
Euchariſt in Honour of our Saviour ; the other from the for e192 Re- 
formers, Who, for fear of ſetting up another Sacrifice beinles that oft 
the Croſs, have laid aſide the proper uie of the Memorial ©n! 
Repreſentation thereot for the Application o: 1t to the Necetlir'e; 
and Occations of the Cluiſtan Clurch, aud of thc ue Cliiſitan $n- 
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crifice, as it was anciently univerſally underſtood by the Catholick 

Church. And if this be fo, it remains for our Governowrs to Conſider 

and judze, Whether it be right in the Sight of God, to reſtrain any 

Man, by the moſt rigorous Conſtruction of Law, from doing Honour 

to our Saviour in Authentick Forms of our own Compoſure, and 

what is of greater Authority, and hold him to offer knowingly an 1m- 

perfect Service, while they do themſelves, and permit all others, to 

tranſgreſs the Canons Eftabliſhed by Law, either with private Forms, 
or extempore Praycrs, at their Pleaſure, in their Pulpits? And, Whe- 

ther it might not be more adviſable to give ſome Encouragement to 
ſuch eaſie Supplies of thoſe DefeCts to be inſenſibly introduced by 
ſich as are ſenlible of the Defects, than to hold them to the Perfor- 
mance of a-known imperfect Service ; and, at laſt, to expoſe our own 
Failings by an unexpected Alteration in ſuch conſiderable Matters ? 
And tor wy ſelf, it ſeems to deſerve good Conlideration, Whether I 
ſhould reſt ſatisfied in the Authority of the Governours of the Church 
to excuſe my Performance of ſo defective a Service to God in Pub- 
lick, if I may not be permitted to do otherwiſe? or, To make Uſe of 
the Laws of the State, to which our Biſhops are Parties, to perform 
it as compleatly as I can in ſome decent large Room fitted for that 
Purpoſe ? 

And whereas my Subſcription 18 Objefted againſt me; to that I 
Anſwer, That as 1 aid ſubſcribe, Goa knows, in all Sincerity, ſo I am 
zot yet ſatisfyed that I have done any thing contrary to my $ abſcription, 
And the Subſcription is, and ought to be intended and conſtrued to 
be with a tacit Salvo of all antecedent ſuperiour Obligations : ſo that 
if any thing therein be afterward diſcovercd to be inconfiltent with 
that, the Subſcriber can only repent him of his over-ſight, but muſt 
not think himſelf fo diſcharged of his former, and creater Obli- 
gations, But had I not this to ſay, how juſtly to ſuch Clergy- 
Men as Object this, might I ſay, with our Saviour, He thar is 
without Sin among you, let Him caſt the firſk Stone ! or rather, Thou 
Hypocrite, Which of you doth not tranſgreſs your Rule, the Or- 
ders of the Church, and the Laws of the Land, and are connived ar, 
or permitted ſo to do, and in ſome Places; notwithſtanding the Com - 
Plaints of the People ? And of this kind there is matter enough to be 
retorted, if we do well conlider the Statutes, the Canons, and the 
Rubricks ; and even without going further than this very Subject ; 
Who 1s there in the Nation that obſerves the Rubricks before thc 
{everal Prefaces, which plainly imply a Communion for ſeven Days 
together, after eachof thoſe great Feaſts? And in our Cathedrals, How 
iS the Rubrick at the end of the Communion Seryice obſerved ? And 
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if it be trne, which one of the moſt excellent and moſt learned Perſons 
of our Church hath aſſerted in his Pulpit, and is ready to make it 
good, That by the Conſtitution of our Charch, every Miniſicr ought 19 
have a Communion every Day, if but Three of his Pariſh do acjire it ; 
What ſhall we ſay to them, who will nor gratify the Defires of many, 
to let them have it ſo much as every Lords-Day ; to ſay nothing of 
img 19h, Sacriledge of ſuch a Denyal? And if we do but con- 
ſiter the Books which are Written, and the Sermons every where 
Preached, concerning the Duty and Benefits of Frequent Commu- 
nion, and then a little reflect upon what is Prattiſed by ſuch asPreach 
and Write thus, (to paſs by that Exhortation, which all ouziit t& 
read, when they ſee the People negligent) How great a Part of our 
Clergy areſelf-condemned? and what Scandal do they give to tempt 
People to ſuſpect, that they do not believe what themſelves do Preach 
upon fo ſerious a Subject? What is this but plain Phariſaical Blind= 
nels, ſo to ſtrain the Laws to reſtrain ſuch Acts of Devotion fo au- 
thorized, and at the fame time to remit the Execution of them in 
Caſcs of wilful Neglect of Duty and Diſregard of the Orders of the 
Church ? To what a paſs is our Church come, and what a Reformation 
15 this, if Liberty muſt be allowed to private Conceptions of Prayer to 
God 1n the Pulpit, and a Reſtraint muſt be put to Primitive and Ca- 
tholick Piety at our Altars? If Negligence and Lazincſs muſt have 
Indulgence, and true Devotion be tyed up to ſhort Commons ? I d» 
verily believe, that next to the Offence taken at the formal and indc- 
vout manner of Reading our Prayers, which is very common, nothing 
hath given more diſguit to Diſſenters, and raiſed a greater Prejudice 
in them againſt it, than the ſhortneſs of ſome of our Forms, and their 
Inſuifciency to excite or to ſatisfy the Devotion of many ſincerely 
Religious People. And what RefleCtions would it occaſion upon our 
Church, to put a Reſtraint upon the Uſe of ſuch things as theſe, For, 


Tie ADDITIONS were only theſe : 


When we came firſt to St. Alprage, ( wiere the Reading Desk is 
placed, as I conceive it ought to be) I began to read the whole 
Morning Service with no little Satisfaction, both to the People, and 
to my ſclf: bur in a little time I found, that by reaſon of ſome 
hurt I have formerly received upon my Nerves, I was not able to 
continue that, and thereupon, before the Communion Service, [ 
bezan with 

The Angelick Hymn, Luk, 2. 14. 
The Beneaittus, Luk. 1, 68, —75. 
-Pfal. 69.1. 
The Colle&, Prevent us, O Lird, &c, The: 
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Then the Communion Service I read ail; and after the Prayer for the 
whole State of Chriſt's Church, it there were any Bills for Prayers for 
any Sick, 8c, I made uſe of thoſe Forms in our Othce for Y:/itation 
of theSick; if there were any Penitents, who delired Abſulution, till 
fuch time as they were abſolved, for them I ufed the Penirential 
Prayer in that Office, only leaving out what 1s peculiar for Sick Per. 
ſ>ns; and I allo there uſed the Collect for 4ſo-Weaneſday, for New 
and Contrite Hearts. 

After the Confeſſion, the ſhort Collect, O Lord we beſeech thee, &c, 
in the Commination, and upon ſpecial Occation, that alſo which ful- 
lows, and then the zvjoiurion, 

After the Sentences, immediately before the Sxrſum Corda, The 
Grace of our Lord feſius Chriſt, 8c. which I obſerve in the ancient 
Book of the Conſtitutions, and in all the ancient Litargies, to be uſed 
in that very Place. And after thoſe Reſponſes : 


It is very meet, right, and our bounden Duty, that we ſhould 
[ adore, worſhip, and glorify thee, and | at all Times and in all 
Places give | Praiſe and ] Thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Fa- 
ther, Almighty Everlaſting God, | for all thy Goodneſs and Lo- 
wing-Kindaeſs to us, and to all Men : We bleſs thee for our Cre- 
ation, Preſervation, and all the Bleſſings of this Liſe; BUT 
ABOVE ALL, for thive ine/tim:ble Love inthe Redemption 
of the World by our Lord Feſus Chriſt, for the Means of Grace, 
and for the Hope of Glory. And ] therefore with Angels and 
Arch- Angels, aud with all the Company of Heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy elorious Name, evermore praiſing thee, and ſaying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hoſts, Ifeaven and Earth are fall 
of thy Glory ; Glory be to thee, O Lord, moſt High. 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and TTomur, and 
Power for T hou haſt created All things ; and for thy Pleaſure they 
are ad were created. : 

Worthy is the Lamb that was /l.1in, to recetve Power, and Riches 
and Wiſdem, and Strength, aud Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing : 

For thou waſi ſlain, and haſt redeemed us unto Ged By thy 
Blood out of every Kindred, and T7 01746, aud People, and Nation. 

Bleſſiar, Honour, Glory, and Power, be unto Him that /atteth 
upon the Throne aud unto the Lamb, for ever and ever, 

And theſe were all our Aaditions, which being all ſich Authentic 
Forms, and being uſed upon tuch Occaſion, I ſhould think a truly 
pious Soul ſhould not dare to diſcourage the uſe of them, | 
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Concerning the Proper. and Peculiar 


Chriſtian Wozſhip, 


Hether the Divine Service, or Litzrgy, (as from AF. 13. 2. 

we may conceive it to have been anciently termed as ir 
hath been in all Ages lince) of the Ghriftians, hath nor, from all Anti- 
quity, been diſtinguiſhed into two Parts: The firſt, conliſting of Read- 
ing of the Scriptures, and Explication thereof; or Exhortation to the 
Pcople, with ſome few ſhort Precrs, called, The Service of the Catechu- 
mens; The other coniifting principally of a Selewn Memorial of the 
Paſſion of our Savicer, repreſented before the Father, as the great Pro- 
piciation for the Sins of the whole World, with Thankſzivings, and Pray- 
crs for the Catholick Chureh, and all Mankind, for the particular Church, 
and People of all Orders and Degrees, where it was cclebrated, and 
for all the Neceſfaries of humane Life, called, The Service of the Faith- 


To, 


fal; to which the Carcchamens and Penitents were not admitted, but 


were excluded ? | 

'2. Whether this latter Part, calked, The Service of the Faithfal, hath 
not been retained and celebrated in all Churches cf the World fromthe 
Apoſtles Times te this'Day (cxcept thoſe called Reformed) as the Pe- 
culiar and moſt ſolemn Part of the Chiiftian Worſhip, daily where 
they had any daily Worſhip, (as in molt great Churches they had) from 


, whence it had the name of Sacr:/ficinm quotidiannm; in others, three or 


four times in the Week; andin all, every Lords Day? andthereſt with- 
out it be any more than the Service of Catechamens and Penitents ? 

3. Whether there be any plain Evidence or Appearance in the Holy - 
Scripture, of any ſolemn Affembly of Chriſtians in the Apoſtles times 
where-this facred Rite was nor uſed ; or that any preſent at any ſuch 
'Allembly, where it was uſed, did ever depart without Communion or 
Participation? And whether the Sacred Hiſtory, 4. 20, 7. relating 
that the Diſciples came together to break Bread, as the End and Occaſion 
of that famous Aſſembly of thef-hriſtians at Troas, though Paxl, ſo 
eminent an Apoſtle, was then to Preach there, and to Preach his Fare- 
well Sermon, doth nor thereby ſignify or imply, that, that was notwith- 
kanding.the. principal Buſineſs of that, and ſuch ſertled Aſſembles ? And 
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Tl:cn the Communion Service I read ail; and after the Prayer for the 
whole State of Chriſt's Church, 1t there were any B i!!s for Pra yers for 
any Sicl, &c. I made uſe of thoſe Forms in our Ofthce *' Ny Viſita Hon 
ftheSick; if there were any Penitents, who delired Abt acion: T)0! 
uch time as they were abſvlved, for them 1 uſed the Peircutial 

ayer 1 the Office, only leaving out what is peculiar for Sick Per. 
tons; and 1 alſo there uſed the Collett for Aſt-Weaneſaay, for Dew 
and Con:rite Hearts. 


Aftcr the Confeſſion, the ſhort Collect, O Lord we beſeech thee, Bro 
i1 the Commination, ou upon ſpecial Occa!.on, that ailo which tyl- 
os, and then the Z8jointion, 

Afticr the Sentences, immediately betore t! e Surſum Cordt, The 
Crace of Our Lord feſi:s Chriſt, Orc. whici 1 obſerve In the ancient 
Book of tie Conſt itztions, and in all the ancient Litargies, to be uicd 
in that very Piace. And after thoſe Reſpor ſes: 

It is very meet, rizht, and our bounden Duty, that we ſnould 
[ adore, wor ſbi7 >, and zboriſy thee, and | at all Times and in all 
Places ave 'raiſe and ] Thanks wnto !hee, O Lord, Toly Fa- 
ther, Almiz! ty Eve erla(ting God, [ for all thy Goodneſs 1d Lo 

r-Kindzeſs t0 iS, Ati 1 to all Mes : - We bleſs thee for our Cre- 
a jon, Prefert V22 02, and all the Bleſſings of this Life; BUT 
ABO V i AL L, for thine inz/tim:ble Love inthe Redemption 
of the World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for the 3leans of Grace, 
and for the m— De of Glory. And } thereſore with 4nzels nd 
Arch- Angels, 2 with all the Coinpa ny of Heaven, we laud and 
magnify t thy a Foe: s Name, everinare pratfi mT hee and ſay; 
: 65 y, 0 ly, bety or God of 7 7 7s, ſexven aad £ Irth at bor 

E th, Glory - Glory De t0 thee, O Lo: d, mo y; Hg FH). 

T7 ou art wortiy. O Lord to receive Giory, {7 /exrur : A 
F, wel g _ T hou taſt created All FITS 3 * fit Ret 215) Y LI {Ct aſure ! t} 
are aud were created. 

Worthy ts the L. mb that was An, to recetve Power, anc Bic þ 

nd Wiſdem, and Strenth, -— 1 Four, and Glor y, FA Ble! 

Fer thou wal? Ht jt UE re Jeeme A us w:to9 Grd T2 th, 

B/ loo 04! 0 f ewe ye Ris TATA FT , f&. Ss (11/ A Feop F , 4/ !l t 4's att ” 

"B! 4 7} \ {10 7  Glor) 'Ys aid * of \ be U3ir0 It - thr.nt /atte:h 
pou the 7} FORe : wg ato the Lams, /or ever and ever, 

And theſe were all our Aaditions, which being all ſich Authentich 
Forms, and being uſed upon tuch Occa ton, I foul tink a truly 
pIOUS Soul ſhot 1d not dare to dilcourave the uſe of them, - f 
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Concerning the Proper and Peculiar 


Chriſtian Wozgſhip. 


* Hether the Divine Service,. or Liturgy, (as from 4, 13, 2. 

we may conceive it to have been anciently termed as it 
hath becn in all Ages {ince) of the Ghriſtians, hath nor, from all Anti- 
quity, been diſtinguiſhed into two Parts : The. firſt, conliſting of Read- 
Ing of the Scriptures, and Explication thereof; or Exfiortation to the 
People, with ſome few ſhort Prayers, called, The Service of the Catechu- 
mens; The other coni:ſting principally of a Selewn Memorial of the 
Paſſion of our Saviear, repretented before the Father, as the great Pro- 
piciation for the Sins of the whole World, with Thankſzivings, and Pray- 
crs for the Cathalick Church, and all Mankind, for the particular Church, 
and People of all Orders and Degrees, where it was cclebrated, and 
for all the Neceſfaries of humane Life, called, The Service of the Faith- 
fal; to which the Carcchamens and Penitents were not admitted, but 
were exciuded ? 

2. Whether this latter Port, called, The Service of the Faitifal, hath 
not been retained and celebrated in all Churches cf the World fromthe 
Apoſtles Times to thisDay (cxcept thoſe called Reformed) as the Pe- 
culiar and moſt ſolemn Part of the Chriſtian Worſhip, daily where 
they hadany daily Worſhip, (as in molt great Churches they h2d) from 
whence it had the name of Sacr:firium quotiaianum; in others, three or 
four times in the Week; and in all, every Lords Day ? and thereſt with- 
our it be any more than the Service of Catechamens and Penitents ? 

3. Whether there be any plain Evidence or Appearance in the Holy - 
Scripture, of any ſolemn Affembly of Chriſtians in the Apoſtles times 
where this ſacred Rite was nor uſed ; or that anv pictent at any ſuch 
Allembly, where it was uſed, did ever depart «1: nout Communion or 
Paricipation ? And whether the Sacred Hiſtory, 4#. 20. 7. relating 
that the Diſciples came together to break Bread, as the End and Occaſion 
of that famous Aflembly of the&-hriſtians at 770.5, though Pax, fo 
eminent an Apoſtle, was then to Preach there, and to Preach his Fare- 
well Sermon, doth nor thereby hgnify or imply, that, that was notwith- 
anding the-principal Buſineſs of that, and ſuch ſettled Aſſunbles ? And 
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St. Pawt himic}f; x-Cor. IT. 20. ſpeak of their coming tozether ro ear 
rhe Lords *xpper, as the conſtant and Principal Buſineſs of ſuch Aſſem- 
blies? and the (ame alſo be not ſtrongly implied in thoſe other Expreſ- 
fions, AFG. 2. 42, 46, and 1Cor, 10, 16, 

Whether by ancient Canons all the Faitkfal, who came to Church 
and heard the Scriptures, were not oblig*d to (tay this Solemn Service of 
the Faithful ard Communicate, under the Penalty of Excommunication ? 

* Whether there was ever ahy Doubt or Queſtion, whether all the 
Fairhful ought to Communicate every Day, (that 1s, if where there was 
a daily Celebration) till the rime of St. Azgaſtine? And whether 
many did not continue todo fo then ? 

6, Whether this moſt Holy, Solemn, and Peculiar Worſhip of the. 
Faithful Chriſtians be not, being duly performed, moſt highly Honour- 
able to the Father, by Solemn Worſhip and Recognition of him, as the 
Soveraign Lord cf-the Univerſe; and alſo ro the Son, by like Solemn 
Worſhip and Recoznition of him, as ounLord and Redeemer, and that - 
we are all his Purchaſed Servants; and to the Holy-Ghoſt, by whote 
Preſence and Virtue all Sacred Opcrations are perfected ? And more- 
over of very great Benefit to the Souls of the Faithful duly diſpoſed, 
by a Communication of Divine Virtue to them? 

7. Whether what ſome Learned Men have rightly obſerved 2 peſteri- 
ori, from matrer of Fact, That the Devil hath exerciſed and vented more 
Malice againſt this Holy Rite, than againſt any other part of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, except the Dottrine of the Holy Trinity, be not alſo credible 
upon Conſiderations 42 priers; from the Nature of the thing ; from the 
Honour and Worſhip therein performed to the Father, and to our Sa- 
viour, and to the Holy- Ghoſt ; and the Benefits communicated to Hu- 
mane Souls ; but 'more eſpecially, becauſe therein that Paſſion of our 
Saviour, which the Devil had maiiciouſly procured, is ſolemnly Ho- 
noured and repreſented before the Father, as the-great Propirtiation for 
the Sins of the whole World, to the Confuſion of that Proud, Malicious, 
and Envious Spirit ? | 

8. Whether great Elevation of Soul and Devotion to God, and En- 
largement of Souls in mutual] Charity of one to another, being princi- 
pal Benefits ordinarily communicated ro Souls duly diſpoſed in the fre- 
quent and Reverend Lhe of uns Holy Sacrament, Deprivation of 
theſe 'Pencti's, and inſtead therecf, Difientions, Contentions, and Ani- 
mo'tics, and D-cay of YViety. and overfpreading of Wickednels, may 
not be juſt and dutcrved Punſhments -of the Neglect of ſo great a 
Duty and Soicmn Worſhip, and of ſo Ho:y Means for the obtaining of 
thoſe Benefits? and may not therefore reatonably be believed, to be 
| Special Jad:ments of Gea for the fame, when we ſee them follow Noto- 
'110Us Neglect thereof ax no gicat Diitance ? : 9. Whe- 
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; Whether therefore Nepleit of Communion by the People in the Greek 
Churches, where Chr;/offom preached vehemently againſt it, both at 
Antioch and Conſtantinople, may not reaſonably be - believed to hav e been 
ſevercly Puniſhed by the Special Judgement of God and Malice of the De. 
vil getting Advaintage thereupon, by *the Divitons and Confulions wi uch 
aroſe there no! long after his Death, and eontinucd till almoſt al! 
Eaftern Churches were firſt over-ſpread with them, and at laſt ov-rrun 
and enſlaved by the Tarks and Mohemetans? And inthe Latin-Cyarches, 
by th* abominable Corruptions, Abuſes, Impoſtures, and Uſurpittons 
of the Papacy? 

I ©. Whether the Neglett, not only of Communion by the Pcople, 
but even of Celcb7ation by the Clergy, fo that ſich of the People, as 
would have Com: nuncated, could not, and in a manner taking away 
of the 2aily. er Sas inthe Charches, called Reformed, may not a'ſo rea- 
ſonab!y be believed to have been puniſhed by the ſpecial Fudremert of 
God, and M1: ce of the Devil, dy their Diviſions among(t themſelves 
from the keg'irining of their Ret ,ormation, and by the great Decays ot 
Piety and Over {reading of Wickedacſs, which hath by degrees in- 
coun amongſt them ever ſince ? 

. Whether in theſe Diviſions in the Churches, called Reformed, 
he Scciniay Hereſy hath not had great Advantage, by their, Neglect of 
ſo Pregnant a Tettimony of the Catholick Church againſt it, as this of 
the Solemn Memorial of the Paſſion of our Saviour before the Father, 
asthe great Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World? 

12. Whether al theſe Churches, called Reformed, have not great Rea- Nye, The 
ſon to fear and expect a farther Judgement upon them for this Nezlect, like Judg- 
if they be not moved by thale before mention'd Ipeedily t to reform the TEnts of God 
ſame ; that 1s, to be delivered into the Hands of their Enemies, as it 0a oblervea- 

le upon Q1- 
happened to the Greek Churches, and hath happened to ſome of theſe ,.;; particu- 
already, and particularly to one of themolt Ancient and beſt Reformed 1;r Perſons , 


of them all, in all other Reſpects, the Bohemian; belides others ſince ? who neglect 

the Oppor- 
tunities, or refaſe the Invitations they have for this great Duty, an4 neceſſary Means: For there is 
as much 11yworthineſs and Diſ-reſpeCt done to this H-ly Sacrament, by NeglzCt or Refuſai cf Com: 
munion, as by U;:worthy coming to it, or Irreverence at it : AnJ moſt of the Pretences. which 
People make, to excule their Omiton, will be found but, Hypocriſy at laſt, But many have nc 
Opportunities, or Ciſ-erning to obſervs this in particular Examptecs. 


'he 


13. Whether there can be any Osjed:en or Exception azainſt th 
conſtant uſe of this Holy-Worſhip, which doth not reflet upon, Ui 
imply cither great Ignorance, or ſomething more ſhametul, in ſuch as 
make it? 


I A. Whe- 


